
 

Minutes 
RESNET Executive Committee Meeting 

October 18, 2016  
 
Members Present 
Nancy St. Hilaire 
Roy Honican 
Lee O’Neal 
Kelly Stephens 
 
Members Absent 
Jim Petersen 
 
Staff Present 
Steve Baden 
Laurel Elam 
Kathy Spigarelli 
 
Meeting called to order at 4:05 PM EST 
 
The roll called and a quorum was achieved.  
 
Consider Roy Honican’s proposed 2017 RESNET goals and priorities and to make 
a recommendation to the full RESNET Board.   
Lee O’Neal made a motion to accept Roy Honican’s proposed 2017 RESNET goals and 
priorities (Attachment A) and recommend them to the full RESNET Board of Directors. 
Kelly Stephens seconded the motion. Motion passes by voice vote.  
 
Consider Lee O’Neal’s 2017 RESNET Operating Budget and to make a 
recommendation to the full RESNET Board.  
Lee O’Neal made a motion to accept the below proposed 2017 RESNET Operating 
Budget: 
 
 



Standards Development  

$144,000 

 Standards Manager (Rick Dixon) 
 Full time standard secretariat support (needs to be recruited) 
 Annual ANSI membership 
 Standard drafting support (needs to be recruited) 

 
Quality Assurance  

$408,000 

 RESNET Quality Assurance Manager (Laurel Elam)  
 Contract with EnergyLogic for QA Genie 
 RESNET support staff to manage QA Genie (needs to be recruited) 
 Psychometrician consultant to review RESNET HERS Rater tests (Robert 

Lipkins) 
 Upgrade of RESNET written test delivery system 
 RESNET staff support to manage RESNET QA contractors 

 
National Registry 

$185,000 

 Registry data base manager (Jonathan Martin) 
 Server licensing 
 Server maintenance (Fourth Dimension)  
 Upgrade server 
 Additional professional services support on upgrade of server, enhance 

reporting, incorporate QA Genie into registry and incorporation of WER Index 
ratings into registry  (Fourth Dimension) 

  
RESNET Web Site 

$181,000 

 IT support and web master (Fourth Dimension) 
 Audience alignment, update content, update design and improve responsiveness 

(Fourth Dimension)  
 Make web site mobile user friendly and replace pdfs with videos and infographics 

(Fourth Dimension) 
 

Marketing and Advocacy 

$396,000 



 Marketing (Fourth Dimension) 
 Increase awareness and understanding of the importance of buying a HERS 

Rater home. 
 Increase traffic to relevant information on the RESNET website or HERS index 

microsite 
 Increase awareness of growing number of homes rated 
 Educate users about the HERS Index score 
 Leverage and increase views of videos created 
 Federal advocacy (Winning Strategies Washington) 

 
Standards Development  

 
$144,000 

 Standards Manager (Rick Dixon) 
 Full time standard secretariat support (needs to be recruited) 
 Annual ANSI membership 
 Standard drafting support (needs to be recruited) 

 

Quality Assurance  

 
$408,000 

 RESNET Quality Assurance Manager (Laurel Elam)  
 Contract with EnergyLogic for QA Genie 
 RESNET support staff to manage QA Genie (needs to be recruited) 
 Psychometrician consultant to review RESNET HERS Rater tests (Robert 

Lipkins) 
 Upgrade of RESNET written test delivery system 
 RESNET staff support to manage RESNET QA contractors 

 

National Registry 

 
$185,000 

 Registry data base manager (Jonathan Martin) 
 Server licensing 
 Server maintenance (Fourth Dimension)  
 Upgrade server 



 Additional professional services support on upgrade of server, enhance 
reporting, incorporate QA Genie into registry and incorporation of WER Index 
ratings into registry  (Fourth Dimension) 

  
RESNET Web Site 

 
$181,000 

 IT support and web master (Fourth Dimension) 
 Audience alignment, update content, update design and improve responsiveness 

(Fourth Dimension)  
 Make web site mobile user friendly and replace pdfs with videos and infographics 

(Fourth Dimension) 
 

Marketing and Advocacy 

$396,000 

 Marketing (Fourth Dimension) 
 Increase awareness and understanding of the importance of buying a HERS 

Rater home. 
 Increase traffic to relevant information on the RESNET website or HERS index 

microsite 
 Increase awareness of growing number of homes rated 
 Educate users about the HERS Index score 
 Leverage and increase views of videos created 
 Federal advocacy (Winning Strategies Washington) 
  Upgrade marketing activities (Fourth Dimension)  

o Promote RESNET Professionals and their services 
o Expansion of the current RESNET network (size, engagement and 

strength) 
o Engage the members with RESNET’s online efforts 
o Web site advertisements 
o Drive relevant traffic to one consumer website from 3 key sources 
o Educate homeowners 
o Hire full time in-house marketing director (to be recruited) 

 
RESNET Conference 
 
$260,000 
 
RESNET Water Efficiency Rating (WER) Index 

$90,000 



 Hire full-time RESNET WER Index Manager (Needs to be recruited) 
 
Administration and Management 

$926,000 

 Payroll 
 Professional Services (to be determined) 
 Travel 
 Other 
 2017 financial audit (RFP in process) 

 
RESNET Water Efficiency Rating (WER) Index 

$90,000 

 Hire full-time RESNET WER Index Manager (Needs to be recruited) 
 
and recommend it to the full RESNET Board of Directors. Nancy St Hilaire seconded 
the motion. Motion passes by voice vote.  
  
Meeting adjourned at 4:28 PM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Attachment A 
 
 

 

Proposed RESNET 2017 Goals and Priorities 
 

Proposed RESNET Goals to Achieve RESNET Mission 
 

By 2020: 
 Through Education, Marketing and Market Demand, 80% 

of All New Homes Are HERS Rated Annually  
 

 Through Education, Marketing and Market Demand, the 
Average HERS Index Score on New Homes Will Meet the 
Target Energy Rating Index Scores of the 2015 IECC  

 
 Through Education, Marketing and Market Demand, 20% 

of All New Homes Are Water Efficiency Rating Index 
Rated Annually 

 
Proposed RESNET 2017 Priorities 

 Ensure the National Consistency of HERS Index 
Scores 

 
The RESNET HERS Index Score is fast becoming a mainstream in the 
national housing market. Builders rely upon it to market the energy 
performance of their homes; code jurisdictions are adopting a HERS Index 



Score as a compliance option to their building energy codes; and consumers 
are using the scores in comparing the energy efficiency of homes they are 
considering purchasing. With this trend there is a need to ensure the national 
consistency in the ways homes are rated and scored. 

 
The RESNET Board adopted a set of policies to ensure the national 
consistency of HERS Index Scores. In 2017 RESNET activities will be focused 
on implementing the new procedures. Activities will focus on: 

 
o Ensuring qualified HERS Raters and Rating Field Inspectors 
o Robust quality assurance oversight 
o Consistency in the calculation of HERS Index Scores 
o Development of quality assurance oversight infrastructure. 

 

 Work with the Building Industry, Code Advocates, 
Rating Industry and Local Code Jurisdictions to 
Adopt and Implement Energy Rating Index Option of 
the International Conservation Code 

 
The International Code Council adopted a home energy rating score option 
for the 2015 International Energy Conservation Code (IECC). This was 
adopted due to a partnership between environmental organizations and 
home builders. The new option will result   in increased energy performance 
of homes while giving greater flexibility to builders. 

 

RESNET has entered into a partnership with the International Code Council to 
educate and train code officials on the HERS Index and its benefits as a code 
compliance option and having certified RESNET HERS Raters trained and 
certified to be energy code inspectors. 

 
The emphasis in 2017 will be to assist state and local building jurisdictions in 
adopting and implementing the 2015 IECC Energy Rating Index option. 

 

 Through Dynamic Partnerships with the Housing 
Industry, Product Suppliers, Utilities, Code Officials 
and Strategic Partners Increase the Penetration of the 
RESNET HERS Index in the Housing Market and 
Reduce HERS Index Scores 

 
An emerging trend in the new homes market is homebuilders differentiating 
their homes by having their homes energy rated and marketing their homes' 
HERS Index Score. The RESNET national home energy rating standards have 
become the industry's national standard for measuring and marketing a 
home's energy performance. America's leading builders have entered into 



agreements with RESNET to have their homes energy rated.  
 
In 2017 RESNET will continue to form dynamic partnerships to educate 
consumers about the HERS Index so they will ask for the HERS Index Score 
of the home they are considering to buy. It is expected that this momentum will 
create a market pressure for more builders to have their homes energy rated 
and that consumers will ask for the HERS Index of homes. This should also 
affect the existing homes market with the HERS Index becoming the "energy 
yardstick" of homes for sale. 
 

 Implement Partnership with the Appraisal Institute to 
Undertake Campaign to Give Residential Real Estate 
Appraisers the Tools to Consider the Energy 
Performance of a Home in the Market Appraisal  

 
RESNET is entering into a partnership with the Appraisal Institute whose goal 
is that the energy performance of a home is factored into a market appraisal of 
a home.  The key elements of the RESNET Appraisal Institute partnership is: 
 

• Appraisers being able to access data from RESNET Registry of rated 
homes.  This will allow an appraiser to determine whether a home is HERS 
rated, and if it is, the HERS Index Score, the HERS rater that rated the 
home and the projected energy savings of the home.  An appraiser will also 
be allowed to look for homes with similar HERS scores in a zip code to 
determine market value. 
  

• Joint education effort targeted to appraisers, HERS Raters and builders on 
HERS Index, its benefits and how to work together 

 

 Develop ANSI/RESNET/ICC Water Efficiency Rating 
Index for Homes Standard 

 
Water is the new frontier for RESNET and HERS Raters. In many parts of the 
nation water is fast becoming an ever increasingly expensive commodity. 
There is clearly a need for a system to rate a home's efficiency in water use. 
This will allow homebuyers to know how efficiently water is being used in the 
homes they are considering to buy. It will also provide an opportunity for 
homebuilders to monetize the efficiency of their homes in the same fashion 
that the HERS Index plays for energy efficiency. 
 
In 2017 RESNET will work with the International Code Council (ICC) in 
developing and adopting an ANSI standard for the Water Efficiency Rating 
Index. 

 



 Advocate for Policy and Legislation to Foster the 
Financing of the Improved Energy Performance of 
Homes 

 
Until sustainable and affordable financing is secured, increased home energy 
performance will never realize its potential. This is particularly true with the 
existing homes market.  The most effective tool to improve existing home 
energy performance is to have sustainable and affordable financing. With the 
pressures on the federal budget, this financing will not be provided through 
appropriations.  A number of initiatives were introduced in Congress including 
the SAVE Act, extension of the residential energy efficiency tax credits, electric 
cooperative on-bill financing, and a performance based tax credit for improving 
the energy performance of existing homes.  
 
In 2017 RESNET will continue to be effective in working with its strategic allies 
in advocating for the introduction and passage of these initiatives.  In addition, 
RESNET, in partnership with its strategic allies, will continue to advocate for 
effective performance of federal tax credits for both new and existing homes. 
 

 Expand RESNET's Services to Rural America 
 

Rural Americans pay among the highest energy bills in the nation. The 
procedures and infrastructure in the more urban areas of America will not work 
for the more rural areas. The goal in 2017 to expand RESNET's services to 
rural America has developed partnerships with the National Rural Electric 
Cooperatives Association and Touchstone Energy. These partnerships will 
work on addressing the barriers that limit   RESNET services. 

 
 
 
 

 


